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The world seems to be moving in the direction of fewer and fewer people seeking to understand each other, or to engage
with social issues. | was mulling these points when a person of impaired vision told me how greatly they had enjoyed
coming to our museum, precisely because the way here was rather complicated and difficult to find. | was impressed by
this attitude, of tackling unknown situations with enjoyment. | began to undertake experiments into redefining the
meaning of environment, based on this museum’s surroundings and streets, to see how people with different abilities or
disabilities, and diverse value systems, negotiate this. | asked various creators to respond to a difficult challenge, namely,
devising a work based on the topic of walking around the museum in the company of other people. Repeated fieldwork
has revealed that walking with someone is interesting because we all have different sensitivities. The same path may
look different depending on who you are with. This may sound a simple conclusion beyond the issue of whether one has
disabilities, but it was not so easy for all of the participants to come to that realisation. So it was that the resulting art
works shared a strong aspect of appeal to all five senses. As | listened to visitors’ responses to the works, | heard
comments like ‘new sensations awakened within me,’” or ‘something that had been closed opened up.” The exhibition
has now finished but it aimed to sharpen our own senses and question how, and to what extent, we could confront the
notion of others in diverse environments. | hope the way to this museum now leads to you.

September, 2019
Fujikawa Haruka, Curator, Chigasaki City Museum of Art
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